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while, on the other hand, its development and propagation
under defective sanitary conditions are such well-established
facts, that in view of the foregoing cases and of the additional
fact that the same disease has prevailed in this hospital more
or less for several months past, I have formed the opinion, and
I now beg to place the same before the Committee, that an
investigation into the present sanitary state of the house is
urgently needed." .

The same day at their meeting the weekly board resolved :-
"That in consequence of a letter from Dr. Goodridge to the
weekly board, the secretary be ordered to ask Mr. Mitchell,
the city engineer, to be good enough to examine the sewers of
the hospital and the adjoining premises, and to report thereon."
On this being done, it was discovered that a quantity of tow,

by some very great irregularity, had been thrown into the pan
of one of the waterclosets,* and in its passage downwards,
getting lodged, had caused an accumulation of soil, and inter-
fered with the proper action of the trap. There existed also
certain radical defects in the arrangement of the drains, t which
tended to aggravate the evil arising from this circumstance.
The removal of these defects was undertaken without delay,
and a much improved drainage effected-a work which occu-
pied some length of time, and involved, I believe, a consider-
able outlay. The result has been that since this period, although
every now and then cases of typhoid fever have been admitted
into the hospital, not a single case has originated within it.

Thus, Sir, I think it will be evident that what occurred at
the Bath United Hospital on this occasion cannot with pro-
priety be regarded as exemplifying the spread of typhoid fever
by contagion, this term being used in its ordinary sense. In

respect to the surgical patient this mode of origin is scarcely
conceivable, inasmuch as she was in a different ward; while,
positively, it holds true of all the sufferers that they were ex-
posed to an atmosphere into which effluvia from faecal fermen-
tation had got admission, and so were subject to the very con-
dition under which typhoid fever is most liable to be developed.
" Sublata caus;1 tollitur effectus." The case does not seem to
tell either for or against the views of Dr. Budd; but it cer
tainly does seem to me a weighty objection to them (if there
were no other) that the spread of this fever in hospitals is such
a rare event that, as Dr. Murchison assures us, out of 1048
cases under treatment in the London Fever Hospital since his
connexion with it, only one case originated within it ; and the
official inquiries of Dr. Bristowe and Mr. Holmes seem to have
issued in a corresponding result. Non-extension of the disease
appears to be the rule : there are exceptions ; but it is obvious
that before any case can be justly admitted into this category.
the absence of sanitary defects, such as have been pointed ou1
here, should be well ascertained.

I remain, Sir, yours obediently,
HENRY F. A. GOODRIDGE, M.D.,

Bnrlington-street, Bath, Physician to the Bath United Hospital.
Sept. 26th, 1864.

HENRY F. A. GOODRIDGE, M.D.,
Physician to the Bath United Hospital.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND
ITS WEEKLY PRINT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The clever but impertinent letter of " An Associate ’’

in the number of the Journal for October 8th demands a short
notice in return for the honour the writer has done me. He
storms against unknown correspondents, and writes himself
under a nom de plume. Surely when he thus denounces me,
he impugns himself and his Journal.
But with regard to myself, whom he flatters by the double

appellation of ‘ our mutual friend" and " sneak," let me assure
him that the offer to bear the cost of the poll was made in all
sincerity and good faith. Nay, more, let me assure him, whether
the editor of the Journal accepts the challenge or not, the poll
will be made&mdash;made before the next annual meeting, and made
in such a manner that not even " An Associate" can find fault

* This was the watercloset of the women’s floor (the highest), on which, in
their respective wards, were the patients that contracted the fever. It is
situate at the end of the central corridor, in a recess, but still within the main
walls of the building.
t Detailed in the Engineer’s Report.
$On the motion of Ur. Budd, at the late meeting of the British Association

in this city, it was resolved, 
" That it is desirable that a committee should be

appointed to report to the Association, at some future meeting, on the follow-
ing question: namely, Whether the specific agent which is the cause of typhoid
fever be ever generated de novo out of common sewage, or wheth r sewers only
propagate this fever by the determination of the germ contained in the liquid
discharge from people already afflicted with the disease."

with it. I am sorry he numbers among his friends a "sneak;"
but bearing him no ill-will, and wishing him less spleen, I still
remain

A FRIEND TO THE ASSOCIATION, BUT AN
October 18th, 1864. ENEMY OF THE JOURNAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Will you allow me to offer, through your widely cir.
culating journal, a suggestion on the subject of the British
Medical Association. I am not a member of that body, for
the simple reason that I decline to pay nineteen shillings a year
for a journal the pages of which I should never cut, and which
I believe three-fourths of the members throw away. It has
already been advised to reform the Association ; but it is always
a very difficult matter for a large body to reform itself. &pound; I
would suggest therefore, with your permission, that your pages
be opened every week for the publication of names of gentle-
men willing to join an association with objects such as those
mentioned in the letters of Dr. Bree, Mr. Carter, and others.
There is one subject which I think is especially worthy the
attention of such a society - namely, the evils of the pre-
sent system of gratuitous advice in our hospitals, dispensaries,
and other charities. Why should not a league be formed for
the purpose of abolishing this mischievous system ? The matter
rests entirely with the profession ; and it is absurd to call it a
question of charity. We may be quite sure the salaries of such
officers will never be in proportion to their services, but 11 half
a loaf is better than no bread ;" and the difference between
what sums could be paid and what ought would be fully as
much as charity requires of us.

I feel sure, Sir, if you will announce your intention of re-

ceiving names, hundreds will be sent in in a few weeks, and
from them an executive committee might be selected for the
purpose of organization. I believe this would be the best,
simplest, and by far the cheapest mode of reforming the pre-
sent Association. The great difficulty in all such works is to
start; but if you would kindly make the proposed announce-
ment this difficulty would be overcome, and I doubt not the
result would be worthy of the best efforts of THE LANCET, and
would add another item to the accumulating debt of gratitude
which the profession owes to your valuable journal.
You are at liberty to use my name with any others which

may be sent to you after the appearance of this letter and your
acceptance of the proposition it contains.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Sept. 1864. M.D.
P. S. -Should you accede to this, it will be only necessary

that gentlemen should send in their names, it being understood
what are the general objects of the association, and that they
will incur no liability beyond the annual subscription of a
guinea in the event of the society being organized. In fact, it
will be taking a poll of the profession on the question, What
shall be the future of the British Medical Association? It
would be well if gentlemen who are in favour of this scheme
would collect names from their several districts. I believe I
could secure five-and-twenty at once.

*** It would be more advisable to endeavour to stop the
’ 

present waste of funds and reform the evils complained of in
the Association, than to attempt to form a new one.-ED. L.

SUDDEN DELIVERY AND RUPTURE OF THE
FUNIS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In a late number of your journal I noticed an account
of a case of "sudden delivery" while the mother was in an
erect position, with the consequent rupture of the funis. " No
doubt (says the writer) the intense cold had caused contraction
of the vessels, and so prevented fatal haemorrhage both to the
child and his mother." By this account I was reminded of
an incident in my own private practice, which occurred in
Chatfield, Minnesota, in 1857.

Mrs. W , aged about seventeen, small in stature, had
always been very healthy, and worked hard, was expecting
soon to become a mother. I was summoned hastily by her
little sister (the only one at the time in the house) to see her.
Knowing her condition, I started without a moment’s delay,

and was soon at her bedside, where 1 found her, and also ahealthy female child, lying on the bed.


